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Moscow, March 16, 2009 
No.  FS-SD-5/2165 
To Deputy Director-General

Directorate-General of the European Commission 

for Health and Consumer Protection

Ms. Paola Testori Coggi

Dear Ms. Paola Testori Coggi

The Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance present compliments to you and advise that ensuring of safety of the vegetable products supplied from the European Community (EC) to the Russian Federation within the Memorandum on Safety of the Products of Vegetable Origin Supplied from the European Community (EC) to the Russian Federation (in the part of concentration of pesticides, nitrates and nitrites) (hereinafter referred to as the Memorandum) is not provided in full volume. Some lots of vegetable food products with significant excess of the maximum permissible level of pesticides, nitrates and nitrites established by the Russian legislation, supplied by the EC countries to the Russian Federation after completion of the transit period defined in Memorandum para 10, did not reduce and, in regard of some countries (France, Spain, Italy, Greece, Bulgaria), significantly increased, on which we informed you at our meeting in Berlin January 14, 2009.
Considering the above, November 15, 2008 the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance made a decision to introduce one of the measures envisaged in Memorandum para 6: - accompanying of individual types of products from some countries (letter dated October 27, 2008 No. FS-SD –5/10912) with safety certificates.
In spite of it, a significant number of the lots of products in regard of which this measure was introduced still are not accompanied with safety certificates or are accompanied with certificates issued by laboratories that are not authorised for it by the European Community and Russian party, due to this fact they cannot be subject to execution, or the products received contain significant excess of the maximum permissible level of pesticides, nitrates and nitrites established by the Russian legislation. In some cases the information provided (usually called a safety declaration) on the pesticides used during production, storage of the products and the date of the latest application do not indicate pesticides found by the Russian party in the course of product testing, which proves unreliability of the information.
From November 15, 2008 to March 1, 2009 134 lots of products with significant excess of the maximum permissible level of pesticides, nitrates and nitrites established by the Russian legislation were found (total mass 2,106.89 tonnes) (please find attached a reference note).
We request you to convey this information to the involved countries.
Some of the indicated lots were accompanied by safety certificated issued by the following laboratories:
JSC “Labtarna” - the Republic of Lithuania,
AGRIQUEM AGQ. - the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
Laboratorios Ecosur,S.A.L. - the Kingdom of Spain,
Fhytolab C.V.B.A.- the Kingdom of Belgium,
Department “Laboratory testing” at Regional Inspectorate for Pubic Health Protection and Control, Veliko Tarnovo - the Republic of Bulgaria
Not agreed laboratories:
A.G.Q. LABS TECHNOLOGICAL SERVICES - the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
ZEEUWS-VLAANDEREN. - the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
KUDMAN S.L. - the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
Laboratorios Ecosur,S.A.L. - the Kingdom of Spain,
Agrobiolab s.r.L - the Italian Republic,
Euroquality Lab s.a.s. - the Italian Republic,
Silliker Itala s.p.a - the Italian Republic.
Please, be advised that based on the guidance of Memorandum para 6, the above laboratories are excluded from the list of the laboratories authorised to test products to be supplied to the Russian Federation, and safety certificates issued by these laboratories will not be accepted by the Russian party from April 10, 2009 up to completion of the measures defined in Memorandum paras 6,7 and 8  to be taken by the Commission of the European Communities.
Taking into account the above, we consider that it is too early to expand the number of the laboratories authorised to conduct tests of the products to be supplied to the Russian Federation and issue safety certificates to the products to be supplied to the Russian Federation in accordance with your letter dated 19.12.2008.г
Dear Ms. Paola Testori Coggi, please also be advised that from April 1, 2009 the Russian party will introduce measures for ensuring that the following types of vegetable food product lots to be supplied to the Russian Federation from the following countries shall be accompanied with safety certificates:
the Portuguese Republic - pears;
the French Republic - pears and apples;
the Republic of Slovakia - grape;
the Republic of Bulgaria - grape, peaches, apricots, marrows;
the Republic of Lithuania - celery cabbage, pepper, radish, mandarins, apples, pears, 

clementines, grape.
Due to systematic supplies of dangerous lots of apples and pears to the Russian Federation from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, from April 1 the Russian party introduces temporary restrictions on import of the above products from this country including import via third countries. The above measure will be in force up to submission by the Commission of the European Communities (in accordance with Memorandum para 7) of the information on efficiency of measures taken by the Kingdom of the Netherlands to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Russian legislation in the area of food product safety.
Ms. Testori Coggi, please, accept my assurance of my deep respect to you.
Attachment on 34 pages.
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